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The 31st Excellence in Building Confer-
ence, sponsored by the Energy and Envi-
ronmental Building Alliance (EEBA) took
up residence at the Pointe Hilton Tapatio
Cliffs Resort in Phoenix for four days in
late September, bringing attendees educa-
tional sessions that covered every facet of
building science.

Fifty-five educational sessions were
offered, along with an energy efficiency
products exposition and the opportunity to
network with more than 500 leaders in the
energy efficient homes industry.

EEBA is a national nonprofit organiza-
tion devoted to improving the energy effi-
ciency of new and existing homes. Locally,
Arizona Public Service (APS) is a board
member of EEBA and was a major sponsor
of the Phoenix event.

The opening keynote address at the
annual conference was “Why It Matters,”
given by Chris Mathis of Mathis Consulting
Co., and was sponsored by APS. The clos-

ing keynote luncheon presentation was
given by C.R. Herro, vice president of envi-
ronmental affairs for Meritage Homes, on
“The Brave New World of Building Sci-
ence,” and was sponsored by SolarCity.

Besides the educational sessions, EEBA
partnered with HGTV to present
EEBA@Home, an event designed for
homeowners to see how easy it can be to
make their homes more energy efficient and
save money. APS representatives participat-
ed in the program to educate consumers
about available APS programs that can save
them money on their energy bills.

The conference also featured three spe-
cial events—Selling Green Homes, Green
Homes Valuation, and Green Building for
Building Professionals NAHB Designation.

The Selling Green Homes program was
a half-day session presented by C.R. Herro
of Meritage Homes. The training session’s
aim was to help homebuyers make
informed decisions that focus on communi-

cating the value, usability and importance
of high performance in energy efficient
homes. Attendees included builders, real
estate agents, homebuilder sales agents,
housing program personnel, utility staffers
and others.

The Green Homes Valuation program
was moderated by Tom Hines of APS and
included a panel of Marlo Newman of Ener-
gy Wise Home Loan Group, Sandra Ado-
matis of Adomatis Appraisal Inc., Jan Green
of RE/MAX Excalibur and Kirsten Shaw of
AE3Q presenting information on how to
produce a credible report on an unusual
property type and document high perform-
ance homes and their features. Attendees
included appraisers, builders, lenders,
raters, housing and utility personnel.

The Green Building for Building Profes-
sionals NAHB Designation program was a
two-day course where participants learned
how to apply the newly revised ICC 700
2012 National Green Building Standard in

the construction of a new home, remodel,
site development and multifamily project.
The course was approved for continuing
education for contractors licenses in Utah
and Louisiana, and continuing competency
in Michigan.

Presenting sponsors of the conference
were APS, Home Builders Association of
Central Arizona, Salt River Project and Ari-
zona State University Global Institute of
Sustainability.

Conference sponsors were Venmarr
AVS, Bayer Material Science, SolarCity,
Panasonic, Owens Corning, Anderson Con-
sulting, Minnesota Power, Lennox, Daltile,
Southwest Gas Corp. 3M, Energize
Phoenix, DuPont, Costella & Dorken, Envi-
ronments for Living, Pentair, EPA Indoor
AirPlus, Green Chamber, Alliance Water
Efficiency, Kohler, Hunter, Uponor,
Retrotec, Dow, and the U.S. Department of
Energy.
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Introducing students to the world of con-
struction is the aim of Arizona Construction
Career Days, to be held Nov. 7 and 8 at the
Army National Guard, Papago Site, 5636 E.
McDowell Road in Phoenix.

Sponsored annually by the non-profit
Association for Construction Career Devel-
opment (ACCD), the Arizona Construction
Career Days are designed to encourage
young people to consider construction as a
career, according to Rose Ann Canizales,
ACCD’s president.

Last year’s event drew 1,100 junior and
senior high school students from 65 schools
around Arizona, and Canizales expects this
year’s Construction Career Days to surpass
those numbers.

“We need to encourage a new generation
to come into the construction industry,” Can-
izales said. “By attending the Construction
Career Days, the students can get a feel for
the various trades and can consider all the
facets that an education in a construction field
would offer. That might be an apprenticeship
program, or a two-year or four-year college
curriculum.”

This year community college and four-

year college students are being invited to
attend the event, along with high school stu-
dents from around the state. 

Arizona Construction Career Days will
begin with a VIP reception from 8 to 10 am
on Nov. 7 where keynotes will be given by

John Huppenthal,  Arizona State Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction; Viviene Lat-
tibeaudiere, PhD, manager of the Arizona
Department of Transportation’s Business
Engagement and Compliance Office; Ari-
zona State Senate President Andy Biggs; and

Brig. Gen. Michael T. McGuire, Adjunct
General, Arizona, Army National Guard.

A new event this year will be a luncheon
for school counselors from around the state
on Nov. 7, from 11 a.m. to noon. Dan Brown,
deputy superintendent of the Arizona Depart-
ment of Education will speak to the group, as
will Sapna Gupta, senior policy analyst for
the Morrison Institute for Public Policy at
Arizona State University.

Students attending Arizona Construction
Career Days will have the opportunity to
spend two days at work in the construction
industry with real life applications. Some of
the hands-on demonstrations that will be con-
ducted include building brick walls, CADD,
a pipe design and build contest, cement mix-
ing and setting, constructing a toolbox, esti-
mating projects, designing and building proj-
ects, plumbing projects, pipe fitting and oper-
ating heavy equipment under the instruction
of a professional operating engineer.

More than three dozen companies and
organizations also are slated to participate in
the Arizona Construction Career Days as
exhibitors, including utilities, contracting
companies, subcontractors, union locals, col-
leges and educational institutions.

Arizona Construction Career Days coming in November

Attendees walk the contractor exhibits during the 2012 the Arizona
Construction Career Days. This yearʼs event runs Nov. 7 and 8.

among our public service corporations
under the constraints of Phelps Dodge, but
would not be able to include SRP (Salt
River Project), the irrigation districts,
munis (municipalities) and electric districts
under the commission’s requirements.”

States that have implemented deregulat-
ed electricity rates over the past years have
seen the biggest increases in electric rates,
said Steven Gotfried, a spokesman for Ari-
zona Public Service (APS), in an earlier
interview. “Of the 16 states with the highest
energy rates, 13 are deregulated states.”

Gotfried pointed out there are a number
of challenges that energy consumers could
face if deregulation were to succeed in Ari-
zona, including increases in electricity
rates, volatile pricing, a lack of competi-
tion, an increase in complaints, a potential
for manipulation and a possible damaged
state economy.

Deregulation
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